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The Mackinac Horsemen’s Association, in recognition of the unique ordinance of 1898 banning the “horseless” carriage on Mackinac Island,
is dedicated to the promotion, education and future of horses and horsemanship on Mackinac Island and throughout the State of Michigan.

In less than 3 months, we will be dusting off our boots, polishing our saddles, and opening our facility for 
the 2018 season on Mackinac Island. I am confident that this year will be quite a celebration for us—
Mackinac Horsemen’s Association will be celebrating 20 years of operation. This is a huge milestone 
for MHA and an opportunity to recognize all of those who have been involved to make MHA and 
the Equestrian Center what it is today. Visual recognition of donors, members, employees, and past 
and present board members will begin to take shape during this season. I am personally thrilled 
that we will be celebrating this year with nationally known TV producers Tom Seay and his crew. 
They will be joining us later in the season to film a weekend long horseback riding adventure on 
Mackinac Island—the 20th Anniversary Fall Ride. We invite you to be a part of this weekend 
event. To learn more, contact us and be sure to read the article in this newsletter regarding the 
televised event!
Our lesson program is going to be more robust than ever. The program horses range in dis-
cipline level and expertise giving our students the opportunity to hone in and develop their 
skills. Three horse shows will be held on the island this year, which gives students the opportu-
nity to develop and grow throughout the season to reach their horsemanship and riding goals. 
With an early open date of May 1st, islanders will have the opportunity to become acquaint-
ed with our 2018 program horses, build a 2018 riding goal sheet, and begin lessons before 
the busy season ensues.
Short Term Boarding with us on Mackinac island has become a popular “vacation destination” 
for many trail riders across the United States. We expect to have more boarders this year than 
ever before and we are prepared for it!  The release of our online registration has created an 
easy-to-use experience for our customers allowing accessibility to register for our boarding stalls 
from anywhere around the world. We are partnering with businesses on the island to create a safe, 
healthy, and seamless experience for customers, islanders, and business owners alike. If you wish to be 
involved or have input in the development of this program, please contact us at info@mackinachorses.
org or 906.847.8034. 

A Letter from the Stable Manager . . . ASHLEY DAY

Mackinac Horse in History Museum
The Mackinac Horsemen’s Association (MHA) is extremely proud of the 
existing Mackinac Horse in History Museum on display at the Mackinac 
Community Equestrian Center, but we want to make it even better!
When the original design artist, Kate Levy, created our display, she 
had the incredible vision that additions to it could be easily adapted. 
Our photograph display has numerous photos of horses, riders and 
unique “Mackinac Equestrian Experiences” that span over 100 years. If 
you have photos you would like to share please contact us.
We are also extremely proud that we now have a bronze display, on 
loan to us from the Richard and Jane Manoogian Collection, that de-
picts the “History of the Saddle in Bronze” and other western artworks.
Last but not least, MHA is currently developing an expansion of a small 
carriage display. To anyone who has photographs or knowledge of 
carriages, wagons, sleighs, etc. that were used on Mackinac Island, we 
would love to hear from you. Please stay tuned for future information 
on this project.
Thank you,
Steve Rilenge, MHA President

I am proud to be a part of an organization dedicated to nurturing the growth and education of the students of Mackinac Island 
and the island visitors. Our programs are flourishing and as we continue to move forward, I am confident that we will be able to offer our students 
high quality horsemanship education on the island. To learn more about 
what we have planned or to register for one of our youth camps, please 
visit: www.mackinachorses.org and be sure to follow us on social media.
Best Regards, Ashley Day, MCEC Manager

Mackinac 4-H Horse Club News
We’re back home at the Mackinac Community Equestrian Center and 
celebrating 20 years of kids and horses!  Our first summer back at 
MCEC was great! We had the assistance of a wonderful MCEC crew, 
Abby, Monica, Ashley, Sarah, Christina as well as parent volunteers. 
Shelbie Mosley provided non-riding educational programming, I gave 
riding lessons, and the Rilenge and Alexander families provided a BBQ 
every Thursday night. We had 12 weeks of fun! 
Mackinac 4-H Horse Club is committed to our educational programs to 
encourage youth to have a fellowship with the horse. We are mak-
ing some improvements for the 2018 summer, which will insure ample 
riding time and educational programming. Our Winter 4-H Horse Club 
after-school program will meet once a month, January through May. We 
combine non-riding educational sessions and physical activities surround-
ing equestrian events. And a snack, of course! 
So, please join the Mackinac 4-H Horse Club and have some horsey fun! 
As a Mackinac 4-H Horse Club member you are welcome to come to as 
many or as few of the activities as you chose. All activities are free of 
charge to members! Join online from our website at: http://mackinac4h-
horseclub.wixsite.com/mackinachorseclub.
We sincerely THANK YOU for your support! 
Leanne Brodeur and Shelbie Mosley, Mackinac 4-H Horse Club Leaders
Formed in 1997/98 by Island school youth.
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Retreat for a week to Island Paradise!  
Mackinac Horsemen’s Association is pleased to 
offer a unique “all-inclusive” retreat experience for 
our 2018 clients. Explore the beauty of Mackinac 
Island while becoming in tune and educated on the 
profound relationship shared between human and 
horse.

Professional horsewoman, Heidi Potter, who is well 
known and respected for her clear, kind and consis-
tent style of teaching and training, will guide par-
ticipants through a week of horsemanship workshops. Topics that will be 
covered include; Centered Riding©, changing unwanted behaviors—a 
holistic approach, herd observation, liberty/groundwork, structured les-
sons, and then an application of skills on the trails of Mackinac. Broaden 
your knowledge of equine horsemanship and relationship building while 
enjoying the beauty of historic Mackinac Island. To learn more, please 
visit www.mackinachorses.org/riding-retreat.

COME RIDE WITH US!
In celebration of the 20th anniversary of Mackinac Horsemen’s 
Association, MHA has partnered with Tom Seay, founder of 
the National TV show Best of America By Horseback, to film 
a weekend of horseback riding on Mackinac Island. Join us 
September 28 through September 30 and ride in our filmed 
trail ride expedition around Mackinac Island. Participants will 
have options to ride one or all of the filmed trail rides. On 
Saturday night, enjoy a cookout with live music and activities for 
all ages! To learn more about this event, please contact Ashley 
at 906.847.8034 or at info@mackinachorses.org. Learn more 
about this show on RFD-TV at www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com. 
Registration is now open.

Best of America by Horseback TV is nationally ranked as the number one trail riders televised pro-
gram on RFD-TV and the Cowboy Channel.  Broadcasted to over 51 million homes across the US, Best 
of America by Horseback caters to a large population of trail riders and equine enthusiasts across the 
country. Tom Seay and his crew have ridden over 290,000 thousand miles on TV around the country! 
We are proud to host them and add some Mackinac miles to this record! 

ON THE ROAD WITH MHA
We will be attending two upcoming equine expos: Michigan 
Horse Expo and Equine Affaire. Stop by our booth at either 
event to say “hi!” We would love to see you there.
Michigan Horse Expo
March 9-11 
Booth 323 
MSU Livestock Pavilion
East Lansing, Michigan

UPCOMING DATES . . .
May 1, 2018 Opening Day 
May 12-13 Horse Crazy 4-H Weekend on Mackinac
May 17  Mackinac 4-H Horse Club Lessons Begin
June 14-17  Michigan Color Guard & Lilac Festival
June 28  Cowboy Cookout
  Annual Member Appreciation Party
July 9-13  Youth Day Camp at MCEC
July 21  MHA Fun Show at MCEC
July 30-Aug. 2 Youth Day Camp at MCEC
Aug. 18  Carriage Driving Clinic with Ben Mosley
Aug. 25  Carriage Parade
Sept. 9-16 Holistic Horsemanship Trail Riders Retreat
Sept. 22  2nd Annual Dr. Edwin & Jean Deer Memorial
  Horse Show at MCEC, Genesee County 4H Club
Sept. 28-Oct. 1 Come Ride with Us
  Best of America by Horseback
  MHA 20th Anniversary Celebration Ride Event
Oct. 29, 2018 Closing Day

Equine Affaire
April 12-15
Booth 1207, Bricker Bldg.
Ohio Expo Center
Columbus, Ohio

Celebrate 20 Years of  Mackinac Horsemen’s Association

MHA Equine Educational Scholarship
Each year Mackinac Horsemen’s Association offers a $500 scholar-
ship for tuition or educational expenses to any graduate of Mackinac 
Island Public School who is interested in pursuing a career in an equine 
field. The deadline for 2018 applications is April 10. Please visit 
www.mackinachorses.org/scholarship for the application and more 
information.

This newsletter and the events 
planned for 2018 were made 
possible by the generosity of  
our members, donors, sponsors 
and supporters. Your charitable 
contributions ensure the success 
of  our mission. Thank you!
Mackinac Horsemen’s Association

 In horse language this means THANK YOU!


